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Partisan Politics 

When the US was confirming its constitution in the early nineteenth century, the country 

was divided into two parties. The country was divided into two groups namely, the Republicans, 

and the Federalist parties. The parties had differing ideologies concerning the way the US should 

be governed. The Federalist supported a strong government, and this case they assisted the 

government and its ideologies. However, the Republicans believed in a strong constitution; they 

believed it should be interpreted so as to limit the power of the National government. They felt 

that it was unfair for the government to have all the control. They believed that the states should 

be offered additional powers; this meant that they supported decentralized governance. The 

Republicans also had their ideology on how the State’s economy should be governed 

(MacDonald and Higginson 149).  They felt that the economy should benefit the working, class. 

They also believed that the government should support agriculture. In this paper, we are going to 

highlight on the ideologies of the Republicans.  

The Republicans had the view that a good government should govern less. They believed 

that a small government with limited powers was most likely to let the people enjoy their 

freedom. To keep the national government small, the Republicans insisted on a strict 

construction, or an interpretation, of the Constitution. The Republicans viewed the US more like 



Surname 2 

 

an alliance of independent units brought together by one interest. They felt that it was 

unconstitutional for anyone to add to the powers listed in the constitution.  The Virginia and 

Kentucky resolution stated that the government of the United States was not permitted to 

exercise power that was not entrusted to it by the Constitution (MacDonald and Higginson 150). 

They felt that they should protect the people from the tyrannical rule as it was deemed as the 

greatest threat to liberty.  The resolution was a response to the Alien and Sedition Act, and it 

authors felt that the Congress was not mandated by the Constitution to enact the Act (MacDonald 

and Higginson 146).  

The Republicans also had strong views on how the American economy should be 

controlled. They felt that the government did not mind about its citizens.  They believed that the 

concerns of the working individuals should be protected.  The Republicans believed that people 

would only be served best through an agrarian economy.  The deemed that the initiation of the 

Bank of the United States was a way of seizing authority that belonged to the states (MacDonald 

and Higginson 79). The Bank was accused of various charges that included that they served to 

raise usury; they also appeared to block other types of lending (MacDonald and Higginson 90). 

They also delivered enticements to over-trading. They supported rude individuals who distressed 

the natural and valuable itinerary of trade. They offered the broke and deceitful traders a 

fabricated credit. It enabled them to uphold counterfeit manifestations and to expand their 

annoyances.  Such actions seemed to oppress the poor rather than helping them; therefore, they 

felt that they had an obligation to protect the citizens.  They also believed that the Bank would 

only benefit the wealthy. The Republicans favored an economy base on agriculture. They 

believed by embracing such economy the government will be able to reach to poor people 
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(MacDonald and Higginson 98). They believed that the government only supported the rich, and 

this could be seen by its support of the economy based on business and manufacturing.  The 

Republicans also believed that the government should not impose protective tariffs on imports.  

They also felt that the US should support French, and this was meant to fortify their ties 

with the country. The Republicans backed the regime that had taken over France following the 

uprising of 1789. However, the Republicans also felt that the government was too generous to 

British by agreeing to settle a debt of $2.6 million (Whaley 100). Although the government had 

the idea that they were obligated to British actions of creating tariff proceeds through its sell 

overseas, the Republicans felt that the government should have avoided its deal with the British 

(MacDonald and Higginson 79). According to the Republicans ideology, the State was supposed 

to protect the people in all ways and that included the economy. The Republicans did not also 

support the government’s tie with the British.   

Conclusion 

The Republican Party had different ideologies from those of the Federalist Party. One of 

their principal prominences was on the US Constitution. They believed that the Constitution 

should be strengthened. They deemed that no one should amend the constitution to add more 

powers to the ones that the already existed. They trusted that the government ought to be given 

less power. They felt that people would enjoy their rights more, if the government were small. 

They, therefore, believed that the government should be decentralized to allow the sharing of 

power with the states. The Republicans did not support the initiation of the Bank of United 

States; they felt that the bank was meant to seize dominance that belonged to persons. They also 
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felt that the Bank seemed to favor the rich than helping the poor. The Republicans also supported 

the America’s tie with French.   
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