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Egyptian version of “The book of the Dead” 

The translation of “The book of the dead” by Wallis Budge is a great read as the author offers an 

overview of the Egyptians perception of the dead. It is a compilation of funerary chapters, and it 

provides an absolute appearance of the Egyptian belief in an inquest opinion of the dead.  

Egyptians deemed that they could be subject to be judged after death, as they were during life 

(Budge 110). Therefore, they wrote letters to their dead relatives asking them to take action in the 

court of the afterlife against other dead people.  

The initial section is a mantra to Osiris, who is a king with whom the blessed dead wish 

to spend eternity. Osiris is showered with praises from different gods; the chapter also highlights 

the respects that Osiris is offered by the dead. According to the chapter, Osiris praises are 

credited in the nome of Ati, and this shows the respect that he was offered. Osiris is honored in 

various places as highlighted in the chapter, and they include Maati, the hidden soul, and the 

Lord of Qerrt.  The second chapter is Hymn praising Ra after he rises from the dead. According 

to the Hymn, Ra is expected to rise in the eastern part of heaven (Budge 67). The chapter hopes 

that Ra will be received well by the gods, and the writers also hoped that he will respect the gods 

of the dead including Osiris. The book also contains a hymn sung by the captain of soldiers to 

honor Ra.   The hymn contains what Ra should expect when he rises after death. The entire 
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books consist of hymns that are meant to enlighten the dead what to expect when the rises. For 

instance, they are told of the sacrifices that they are supposed to find. They are also told about 

the reception they will receive, and they wished luck as they enter into a new life.  

The hymns show the respect that the dead were accorded in Egypt.  The text was 

deliberated to be read by the dead as they embarked on their journey to assist them to combat the 

dangers of the dangerous underworld. The journey would lead them to the great reality of the 

afterlife. The readings also show another side of Egyptian religion, in which they never believed 

in one god. They had different gods even in the afterlife, and they included Ra, the great god in 

his boat, Shu and Tefnut. It also shows that the Egyptians’ fear of death and that is why they 

believed that there was life after death. A life that had its gods and the gods also had the power to 

judge those who were wrong (Budge 120). The name god was given to both the people and 

objects, and this shows the Egyptians definition of god. The Egyptians also deemed that the body 

and spirit consisted of various parts. They considered that these parts survived after death, and 

they needed to be protected in the afterlife.  

They believed that the parts also needed sustenance if the dead did not die the second 

time.  When going through the readings one realizes that their belief is not different from the 

current beliefs. For instance, people believe that after they die their spirit goes to heaven. The 

book also highlights types of existence that were found in the Egyptians’ afterlife. The text 

addresses all the different beliefs that are aimed at helping the dead endure and be restored to life 

in the afterlife. For instance, the book deals with the verdict of the dead, by which it was 

determined whether the demised was allowed to go in the Kingdom of Osiris (Budge 150).  Even 
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today people believe that they will be judged when entering the kingdom of God. It shows that 

there was no much difference between the ancient Egyptians beliefs and the contemporary ideas. 

 The text also deals with the depiction of the field of Rushes as a delight for the sanctified 

dead in the spirit world. The deceased receives various presents in the spirit world. They are also 

expected to work, and this shows that the Egyptians believed that the afterlife was identical to 

the real world. They believed that the dead had to work to survive, and they also had the same 

things that the living had (Budge 160). The book is understandable, and it offers a clear 

understanding of the Egyptians believes. One is able to learn of the different gods that existed in 

the afterlife. One is also able to understand how the dead were treated and what they would 

expect in their afterlife.   

Conclusion 

“The book of the Dead” the Egyptian version by Wallis Budge is packed with various 

beliefs of the Egyptians about the dead. It highlights the respect that the dead were accorded in 

the afterlife. It is a story that contains various texts to the dead, and it is meant to steer them on 

their journey to the afterlife. It also shows how they will be charged, and this shows that the gods 

in the afterlife were given the power to make the judgment. 
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