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James Irwin and the history of Colorado 

James Irwin made history by being the eighth man to land on the moon. Born to James 

and Else Irwin, James strived to change the history of America through science.  Initially, his 

family resided on Palm Beach Avenue in Beechview. The family later relocated to 625 

Dorchester Avenue in Brookline (Bergman 2013). The family did not settle for long in 

Brookline, and they later moved to California where they settled.  Apart from being active in 

changing world of science, he also made his impact on the Christian world. He was actively 

involved with creationism and Christianity.  James Irwin made a positive impact in the history of 

Colorado in both the world of science and Christianity.  

James Irwin first made history for being the eighth man to visit the moon. He first served 

as m He was among the support crew for Apollo 10, and he made history by participating in the 

initial assignment that carried the entire Apollo stack to the moon.  His participation and quench 

to visit the moon did not stop there as he was also among the group for Apollo 12 (Bergman 

2013). However, his great impact on the world of science was felt when he participated in the 

Apollo 15 assignment. Unlike the previous assignments whereby he was among the support 

crew, in the Apollo 15 he was given his plane together with three other astronauts.  The mission 

was named the most successful assignment to the moon. The mission also allowed him to satisfy 



his goal of walking on the moon.  The assignment aimed at reaching the Hadley-Apennine area, 

a place that was characterized by high mountains and also deep valleys. 

In the Apollo 15, his task was more scientific than the preceding assignments. The 

mission also allowed him to spend more time on the moon than the earlier astronauts.  He spent a 

total of two hundred and ninety-five hours as the leading pilot, and he also spent eighteen hours 

of other activities on the moon surface. During his visit to the moon, he made various spacewalks 

on the moon’s surface, and this made history for being among the first crew to walk on the moon 

(Bergman 2013). During his mission, he was also able to collect various historical residues of the 

moon among them a historical Genesis Rock.  

James Irwin also made history, as he was among the astronauts who were given the 

benefit of naming various geological formations on the moon. Irwin together with other crew 

members made three different excursions that helped them in writing the history of astronauts.  

They surveyed the impressive landing site on the moon surface known as Hadley Rille (Irwin 

2004). The landing at Hadley Rille was a historical event in the world of astronauts and science.  

He was also highly recognized for his many achievements as an astronaut.   

Apart from impacting the science world he also influenced the Christianity world.  He 

was involved with Christianity and creation a path that awed many people. After his Apollo 15 

mission, Irwin came back with renewed religious beliefs, and he admitted that the assignment 

had changed his spiritual beliefs. “To Church groups around the State, Mr. Irwin often talked of 

the moon mission as an epiphany…” (Wilford n.d). He admitted that the mission allowed him to 

feel the power of God.  He established the High Flight Foundation, which was aimed at changing 

people’s perspective of science (Bergman 2013). In his mission, he emphasized on assisting the 



Colorado community in realizing that science supported creation defying the claims that it 

supported evolution.  He was also a staunch believer in the great mission of Jesus. He believed 

that Jesus walking on earth was more significant than a man walking on the moon.  

He also helped people believe in God the creator and embrace the creation. In his mission 

of spreading Christianity, he admitted that God was the creator of the laws of science that made 

it possible for people to travel to space.  He also regularly admitted that his experience in space 

made him realize the presence of God. His said that his religious beliefs were mainly influenced 

by the discoveries they made while on their assignment on the moon. He argued that the findings 

helped him realize that there was God and that the creation story was real (Bergman 2013). On 

discovery that made him believe in the creation story was the discovery of the Genesis Rock. He 

argued that the rock proved that earth and the moon were created at the same time.   

Conclusion 

James Irwin had a great impact on the history of Colorado both in both the world of 

science and religious world. He was among the first astronauts to walk on the moon an event that 

changed the history of science and astronauts. Although there were previous assignments to the 

moon, his mission in Apollo 15 was named the most successful exploration. He also made 

various historical discoveries among them the Genesis Rock. The mission also allowed him to 

reflect on his spiritual beliefs, and this led to the establishment of High Flight Foundation. The 

foundation was aimed at helping people understand that science supported the creation story.  In 

his mission, he preached about the importance of believing in God and embracing His creations. 
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